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What is the Fair Housing Act?

» A federal law that prohibits housing
discrimination based on an individual’s
protected class

Who does the FHA protect?

The FHA protects individuals from discrimination based
on their:

= Race

= Color

= Religion

= National Origin

= Sex

= Disability
Family Status

Note: It also covers persons perceived as or associating with
others of the above noted protected classes.
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Sex

» Refers to an individual’s gender.

» Affords protection to victims of domestic violence against
housing discrimination

» Affords protections against sexual harassment in housing

» Affords protection against maternity leave discrimination in
housing transactions

Familial Status

» Refers to individuals with children
under the age of 18
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Additional Protections in
New York State

Age o (W bk
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Military Status
Lawful source of Income
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What might discrimination look like?

“That unit has a higher security d
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“You don’t qualify for that financing” o Wo\,\\d
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What is not discrimination?

(when applied equally to all protected classes)

“We’ll need to do a credit check”

“I’ll need proof of income”

“We require a background ch
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The work that provided the basis for this publication was
supported by funding under a grant with the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development. The
substance and findings of the work are dedicated to the
public. The author and publisher are solely responsible
for the accuracy of the statements and interpretations
contained in this publication. Such interpretations do not
necessarily reflect the views of the Federal Government.
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